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employment for reasons other than re-
tirement, disability, or death.

Variance means the difference be-
tween a preestablished measure and an
actual measure.

Weighted average cost means an inven-
tory costing method under which an
average unit cost is computed periodi-
cally by dividing the sum of the cost of
beginning inventory plus the cost of
acquisitions by the total number of
units included in these two categories.

Welfare benefit fund means a trust or
organization which receives and accu-
mulates assets to be used either for the
payment of postretirement benefits, or
for the purchase of such benefits, pro-
vided such accumulated assets form a
part of a postretirement benefit plan.

[48 FR 42301, Sept. 17, 1983, as amended at 54
FR 13024, Mar. 29, 1989; 61 FR 39217, July 26,
1996; 61 FR 69288, Dec. 31, 1996; 63 FR 58596,
Oct. 30, 1998; 66 FR 2131, Jan. 10, 2001; 68 FR
28091, May 22, 2003; 68 FR 43866, July 24, 2003;
74 FR 65612, Dec. 10, 2009]

31.002 Availability of
guide.

Contractors needing assistance in de-
veloping or improving their accounting
systems and procedures may request a
copy of the Defense Contract Audit
Agency Pamphlet No. 7641.90, Informa-
tion for Contractors. The pamphlet is
available via the Internet at http:/
www.dcaa.mil.

[67 FR 6120, Feb. 8, 2002]

accounting

Subpart 31.1—Applicability

31.100 Scope of subpart.

This subpart describes the applica-
bility of the cost principles and proce-
dures in succeeding subparts of this
part to various types of contracts and
subcontracts. It also describes the need
for advance agreements.

31.101 Objectives.

In recognition of differing organiza-
tional characteristics, the cost prin-
ciples and procedures in the succeeding
subparts are grouped basically by orga-
nizational type; e.g., commercial con-
cerns and educational institutions. The
overall objective is to provide that, to
the extent practicable, all organiza-
tions of similar types doing similar
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work will follow the same cost prin-
ciples and procedures. To achieve this
uniformity, individual deviations con-
cerning cost principles require advance
approval of the agency head or des-
ignee. Class deviations for the civilian
agencies require advance approval of
the Civilian Agency Acquisition Coun-
cil. Class deviations for the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration
require advance approval of the Deputy
Chief Acquisition Officer. Class devi-
ations for the Department of Defense
require advance approval of the Direc-
tor of Defense Procurement, Office of
the Under Secretary of Defense for Ac-
quisition, Technology, and Logistics.

[48 FR 42301, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 56
FR 67133, Dec. 27, 1991; 61 FR 31655, June 20,
1996; 65 FR 24325, Apr. 25, 2000; 67 FR 13068,
Mar. 20, 2002; 70 FR 11763, Mar. 9, 2005]

31.102 Fixed-price contracts.

The applicable subparts of part 31
shall be used in the pricing of fixed-
price contracts, subcontracts, and
modifications to contracts and sub-
contracts whenever (a) cost analysis is
performed, or (b) a fixed-price contract
clause requires the determination or
negotiation of costs. However, applica-
tion of cost principles to fixed-price
contracts and subcontracts shall not be
construed as a requirement to nego-
tiate agreements on individual ele-
ments of cost in arriving at agreement
on the total price. The final price ac-
cepted by the parties reflects agree-
ment only on the total price. Further,
notwithstanding the mandatory use of
cost principles, the objective will con-
tinue to be to negotiate prices that are
fair and reasonable, cost and other fac-
tors considered.

31.103 Contracts with commercial or-
ganizations.

This category includes all contracts
and contract modifications for sup-
plies, services, or experimental, devel-
opmental, or research work negotiated
with organizations other than edu-
cational institutions (see 31.104), con-
struction and architect-engineer con-
tracts (see 31.105), State and local gov-
ernments (see 31.107) and nonprofit or-
ganizations (see 31.108) on the basis of
cost.
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